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Congratulations to all those who were able to reach the Tower Circus after 
an incredible battle with the gales which blew along the Promenade and, 
occasionally into the arena itself. Like all B.B. events it began and ended with 
acts of worship, conducted by Rev. Kevin Bolton (18th Wigan) in the afternoon 

and Rev. Joan Roberts (9th 
Oldham) at the evening 
performance.

We were honoured by the 
presence of Cllr. Granville 
Heap (Deputy Mayor of 
Blackpool) at the afternoon 
performance and in the 
evening by John Neil, OBE 
the new Brigade President 
accompanied by his wife 
Nan.
The 1st Ashton-in-Makerfi eld 

(St. Thomas Parish Church) and the 10th Wigan (St. Nathaniel’s Parish Church) combined 
to bring a pageant of the main events of the life of Jesus. The title, ‘Jesus of Long Ago’, might 
well have been seen as a question since the emphasis was the on the continuing presence of 
Our Lord amongst us today. From time to time a member of the 18th Wigan (St. Paul’s Parish 

Church) confronted Jesus, telling him of his inward struggles involved in being a Christian

The seriousness of the Christian message can nevertheless be delivered in a light-hearted 
manner. ‘In the Beginning (The Backroom Boys)’ was the 1st Moreton’s (Moreton Methodist) 
interpretation of the work put in by the Angels (Including Satan with his snake) in the creation 
a the Universe. The 11th Warrington (Thomas Risley U.R.C.) excelled even their previous 
original interpretations of the parables with a musical Samaritan ‘G’. Village People’s songs 
were particularly appropriate as the injured man is lodged at the Y.M.C.A. and the audience 
are informed of all that can be done ‘In the B.B.’ the musical talents of the 11th also 
entertained the audience as they assembled.

Drill, too, can be adapted to the modern idiom and the 18th Wigan’s different approaches 
to drill, this year by torchlight, have been a popular feature of the Display for the past three 
years. A really excellent standard of traditional drill was demonstrated by the smartly dressed 
District Colour Party, provided by the 3rd Trafford (Sevenways Methodist Church).

Closely associated with drill is the performance of B.B. bands. It was pleasing to see the 
fairly traditional band of the 35th Liverpool (All Saints Parish Church, Childwall) with its 
excellent musicianship and disciplined marching joining the two very popular bands which 
have performed annually for a number a years now - the 1st Rishton/Accrington’s (Rishton 

Methodist) who performed a repertoire typical of Lancashire’s traditional bands and the 1st 
Moreton BB/2nd Moreton GB’s (Moreton Methodist) ‘Wirral Sound’ with their excellent more 
modern style of music and marching.
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